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I wish to take this opportunity to speak out against the proposed Bill by John Finnie to 
criminalise smacking of children by their parents in Scotland. 
 
The consequences of this would be far reaching to name but a few: 
 

• Banning smacking will cause a major work overload on the already stretched 
services of the Police and Social Work. 

• Loving parents should not be criminalised. A smacking ban would turn thousands of 
parents into potential criminals overnight. Their is a clear difference between child 
abuse and 

and loving parental discipline. The law already protects children from assault. The 
authorities will be so swamped that cases of serious child abuse will slip through the net 
and leave the children that are in real danger far more vulnerable. 

• A ComRes poll last year showed that 74% of Scottish adults were against 
criminalising smacking. Only 14% were in favour. 

• Mild Smacking is used by parents to train their children from an early age before 
they are able to understand verbal warnings, what is right and wrong in order to 
protect them as they grow up. Children need boundaries to learn how to live in 
society and grow up to be a responsible adult. 

• Child-on-child violence in Sweden considerably increased after smacking was 
banned there in 1979. Other countries too have seen a growth in child violence. 

I trust you will give very serious consideration to the effect this Bill if passed will have on 
family life and for the sake of the children who are surrounded by so many more 
temptations now with the availability of the internet and being mislead by dangerous 
people who are out to exploit and misguide our children. Children must be punished when 
they step out of line so that they will learn from their mistakes and help them to be kept 
safe from the dangers they are surrounded by every day. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Carol Fallows 
 
 
 
 


